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assure that our daughters have the oppor-
tunity to truly become whatever they wish to 
be. I am proud to recognize the accomplish-
ments of these women and we are all honored 
by their efforts. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘LABEL-
ING EDUCATION AND NUTRITION 
ACT OF 2009’’ 

HON. JIM MATHESON 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 9, 2009 

Mr. MATHESON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today along with my colleague Rep. FRED 
UPTON to introduce the ‘‘Labeling Education 
and Nutrition Act of 2009’’. 

I am introducing this legislation so we can 
move toward providing consumers with key 
nutritional information they seek while hope-
fully providing restaurants with a workable 
framework to deliver this information to their 
customers. This legislation is a bipartisan ef-
fort to address nutritional labeling in this Con-
gress. Senators CARPER and MURKOWSKI will 
introduce the companion bill in the coming 
days. With the introduction of the LEAN Act in 
both chambers, I believe we have an oppor-
tunity to have a constructive national con-
versation about uniform nutrition labeling re-
quirements and standards. 

Since 1994, the Nutrition Labeling and Edu-
cation Act (NLEA) has required food manufac-
turers to provide nutrition information on nearly 
all packaged foods. However, the NLEA ex-
empts restaurants. Due to this exemption, 
states, cities and counties have acted to pro-
vide nutritional information to consumers. This 
has led to at least 20 states introducing vary-
ing degrees of labeling requirement legislation 
in 2009. 

From New York City to the state of Cali-
fornia, more and more cities, counties, and 
states are passing differing laws mandating 
that chain restaurants put calories and other 
nutritional information on menus and menu 
boards. The result of this increasing state ac-
tivity is a patchwork of regulation that can be 
confusing to the consumer and is burdensome 
to restaurant chains. 

The LEAN Act requires restaurants and gro-
cery stores that serve prepared foods and 
have 20 or more locations to disclose calories 
for each menu item so that consumers can ac-
cess this information before making a meal 
choice. Under this bill, calories will be posted 
directly on the menu, menu board or in one of 
the approved alternative ways, such as a 
menu insert or a sign directly next to the menu 
board. 

As we see in our own lives and daily eating 
habits, consumers increasingly choose to eat 
in restaurants. According to a 2009 Forecast 
report by the National Restaurant Association, 
Americans are looking for healthier options 
when they dine out. In my home state of Utah, 
restaurant jobs represent about 8% of the em-
ployment. American adults buy a meal or a 
snack from a restaurant 5 times per week on 
average and spend 48% of their food budget 
on food away from home, almost $1078 per 
person annually. Unfortunately, we have also 
seen the toll diseases such as obesity and di-
abetes have taken on society. By providing 
nutritional information, individuals with special 

dietary needs will be able to make the right 
nutritional decisions for them regarding caloric 
intake or sodium levels. 

I appreciate the interest and leadership my 
colleagues have demonstrated on this issue in 
the past. I believe this legislation represents a 
compromise effort that will allow consumers to 
make informed decisions while also providing 
for greater individual responsibility in dietary 
choices. Finally, I hope my colleagues will 
work with me on this piece of legislation and 
I look forward to working in a bipartisan way 
to build upon this legislative proposal. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 9, 2009 

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the House Republican standards on earmarks, 
I am submitting the following information re-
garding earmarks I received as part of H.R. 
1105, the Omnibus Appropriations Act, 2009. 

Requesting Member: Congressman VERNON 
J. EHLERS 

Bill Number: H.R. 1105 
Account: Health Resources and Services 

Administration—Health Facilities and Services 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Saint 

Mary’s Health Care 
Address of Requesting Entity: 200 Jefferson 

Street SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
Description of Request: Provide $143,000 

for an electronic medical records initiative for 
the Intensive Care Unit (ICU). Physicians will 
have real-time access to electronic records 
before, during, and after the ICU stay. The re-
sult will be increased patient safety and re-
duced errors. The technology improves care 
by supporting real-time access to cross-dis-
ciplinary patient results and evidenced-based 
information for clinical decisions. Funding will 
support labor, hardware and software costs. 
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TRIBUTE TO JULIA RANSOHOFF 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 9, 2009 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to an outstanding young student, 
researcher, and scientist, Julia Ransohoff. A 
senior at Menlo-Atherton High School in my 
Congressional District, Julia was recently 
named an Intel Science Talent Search Finalist. 
She is one of only 40 finalists given this pres-
tigious award out of over 1,600 students who 
entered the competition. 

Julia was recently recognized by the Society 
for Science and the Public for her 
groundbreaking research entitled ‘‘The Gender 
Divide: Does Donor Gender Matter for 
Mesenchymal Stem Cell Transplantation?’’ 
She completed this project as a student inves-
tigator at the Robbins Laboratory of 
Cardiothoracic Transplantation at the Stanford 
School of Medicine. 

While working at the Stanford Institutes of 
Medicine Summer Research (SIMR) Program, 
Julia received the Jessica Lynn Saal Fellow-
ship, which is awarded for exemplary perform-

ance and achievement in the summer pro-
gram. 

Not only is this young woman an accom-
plished scientist and researcher, she is a phi-
lanthropist and community activist. Julia is a 
leader in promoting peer health education. 
Along with her sister, Katie Ransohoff, Julia 
created an online peer education program for 
teens to prevent bullying and promote healthy 
relationships. She also works to encourage 
teen literacy through the global reading and 
writing initiative, Teenlit. Julia is a founder of 
the ‘‘Running for a Reason Club’’ at her high 
school, which raises money for end of life care 
for children. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring an extraordinary young Amer-
ican who represents the spirit of innovation 
and ingenuity that has guided our country for 
so many generations. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 9, 2009 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to state how I would 
have voted on March 6, 2009. With the expec-
tation the Senate would pass the omnibus ap-
propriations bill, and it would not be necessary 
to pass a continuing resolution on Friday, I re-
turned home to Houston on Thursday night to 
attend meetings in our district. 

On Rollcall vote No. 107, to approve the 
journal, I would have voted ‘‘Yea.’’ 

On Rollcall vote No. 108, on the motion to 
recommit on H.J. Res. 38, I would have voted 
‘‘Aye.’’ 

On Rollcall vote No. 109, on the final pas-
sage of H.J. Res. 38, I would have voted 
‘‘Aye.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JEFF COOPER: 
GULF WAR VETERAN, FATHER, 
HERO 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 9, 2009 

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Sgt. Jeff Cooper (Ret.), a North 
Carolina resident and a U.S. Army Veteran. 

The Cooper family was recently chosen by 
the ABC television show Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition, as the recipients of a new 
home. They have been living in a deteriorating 
double-wide trailer that is not only uncomfort-
able, but also is not suitable for the disabled 
members of their family. With the help of 
Edenton Builders, Inc. and thousands of vol-
unteers from northeastern North Carolina, their 
home will be rebuilt in just one week. On 
March 13th, when the Cooper family returns 
home to Jamesville, North Carolina, from their 
vacation here in Washington, D.C., they will 
be welcomed into their new home. 

Madam Speaker, Sgt. Cooper (Ret.) is 
someone who truly deserves this honor. He 
has earned several medals of honor for his 
service as an Army Combat Medic in Oper-
ation Desert Shield/Desert Storm. I remember 
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